Dear Valued Patient –

National health care reform is too important to be done hastily and poorly. That’s why it is vital that the U.S. Senate put the brakes on HR 3590. However well-meaning, this legislation will create new obstacles to care and put government bureaucracy between you and doctor.

Did you know: 

· HR 3590 allows the federal government to arbitrarily reduce payments for life-saving specialty care, and puts medical decision-making powers in the hands of non-physicians, such as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services.
· It mandates doctor participation in pay-for-performance programs that penalize some physicians for allowing insurance dollars to be spent on appropriate patient care.

· It will cause millions of Americans to lose their existing private coverage. Meanwhile, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates that HR 3590 would leave 24 million people without health insurance coverage.

· It doesn’t adequately address the deep reimbursement cuts that are on the horizon for doctors who treat Medicare patients. Unless the system is fixed, many doctors will be forced to reduce the number of Medicare patients they can treat.

· It expands the failing Medicaid program at a time when state budgets, including Florida’s, are under great strain.

· It doesn’t address medical liability reform, which many studies have shown to lower health care costs significantly by discouraging defensive medicine and unnecessary litigation.

Our health care system needs thoughtful, fiscally responsible reform, but HR 3590 falls far short of the change patients deserve. Please join thousands of Florida doctors and their patients and tell our U.S. Senators to get reform right. For more information on this effort, visit www.dontrushreform.com.

Sincerely,

[Physician’s Name]

