“Sustainable Growth Rate” isn’t a household term, but those three words have more to do with health care in this country than many people realize. Since 1997, the federal government has used the SGR as the formula to reimburse physicians for the treatment of Medicare patients. However, this badly outdated system has not kept with the rising cost of health care — and if it is not replaced as part of the final national health care reform package, there will be immediate consequences for the millions of Florida seniors who rely on Medicare. 
Currently, the U.S. Senate is considering legislation (HR 3590) that does not adequately address the deeply flawed SGR formula. At the same time, the Congressional Budget Office has confirmed that a 21-percent reduction in physicians’ Medicare reimbursement is on the horizon. Combined, these developments (or lack thereof) will force thousands of Florida physicians to restrict the number of Medicare patients they can treat. Considering our state’s large elderly population, this sets the stage for nothing less than an access-to-care crisis in the Sunshine State.

It is ironic that a bill aiming to make health care more widely available only creates new obstacles for patients. National health care reform is necessary, but the HR 3590 falls far short of the responsible legislation Americans deserve.

Sincerely,

[Insert name here]
