Financial struggles are nothing new for Florida, but experts say the state’s economic future is looking particularly bleak. The independent Pew Center for the States recently listed Florida as one of 10 states in danger of “fiscal peril” similar to that of California — and the state’s deficit could reach a staggering $2.6 billion by FY 2011.

Against this backdrop, HR 3590 — now before the U.S. Senate — would add to that burden by expanding the failing Medicaid program. This flawed health care reform proposal would add up to 1.7 million more people to the Medicaid rolls in Florida alone. In addition to being financially irresponsible, this legislation would only increase the difficulty Medicaid patients already face in gaining access to care.

National health care reform is important, but it should not be implemented by digging a deeper financial hole for our state. The U.S. Senate should put the brakes on HR 3590 and craft a thoughtful policy that is also economically sound.

Sincerely,

[Insert name here]

