Sen. George LeMieux

United States Senate

356 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen. LeMieux:

As the spouse of a Florida physician, I am extremely concerned that HR 3590 will undermine my [husband’s/wife’s] efforts to give [his/her] patients high-quality health care. This legislation erects more barriers between patients and their doctors, and it will allow costs to continue spiraling out of control.

HR 3590 gives the federal government new and inappropriate power to make decisions about individual patient care. For example, it allows the Department of Health and Human Services Secretary — who is not a medical doctor — to make major changes to the Medicare program. Doctors would be required to participate in “efficiency” programs, which often penalize physicians for pursuing the best course of care for their patients. 

This legislation also will create an access-to-care crisis in our state, which has a large population of Medicare patients. HR 3590 does not do nearly enough to fix the current Medicare physician payment system, and a scheduled 21-percent reduction in doctors’ Medicare reimbursements will have immediate consequences: Many Florida physicians will be forced to restrict, possibly severely, the number of Medicare patients they can treat.

From a fiscal standpoint, HR 3590 is simply irresponsible. At a time when state budgets are under great strain, this bill expands the troubled Medicaid program by adding up to 1.7 million more people to Florida’s rolls alone. Further, this bill lacks any element of medical liability reform, which has been shown to significantly reduce the cost of defensive medicine and eliminate needless litigation from the system.

America’s health care system needs reform, but rushing to implement bad policy like HR 3590 will do patients a great disservice. Sen. LeMieux, I urge you and members of Congress to start fresh and craft responsible health care legislation that will allow physicians like my [husband/wife] to continue giving their patients the best possible care.

Sincerely,

[Alliance Member’s Name Here]

